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Rotary in Japan Of all the Rotary countries and
geographical areas, Japan boasts the third-largest
number of Rotarians. RI President Sakuji Tanaka
is a member of the Rotary Club of Yashio,
Saitama.

Club News from the August 7, 2012 Meeting

Cart Buckets are on the tables. 100% goes to Alzheimer’s research.

Quarterly Dues Statements are out now. Please pay now so we can continue to pay
our bills. We have some very significant international and district dues coming due cur-
rently and need your payments to be able to pay these bills on a timely basis. You can
also make payment via our website (www.ssirotary.org) and pay by credit card. You can
also make a contribution to the Bruce/Tharp Scholarship Fund by credit card in the same
location.

First Tuesday: The September First Tuesday Event will be held the second Tuesday in
September, September 11. Susan Imhoff will provide more information.

Board Meeting Report: We received LOA requests from Gus Hernandez, Jerry
Schueneman and Clint Winne, which were all approved. We accepted the resignation of
Willard Snyder, with regret. Zach Powell was approved as a new member and was pre-
sented his Red Badge.
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Last Week’s Program: August 7, 2012

Congressman Jack Kingston

Martin Turbidy, the quintessential bio presenter of Rotary speakers far and near, re-
galed and praised Congressman Jack Kingston, R-1, as our “tightwad congressman”
who has served Georgia’s 1st Congressional District for the past 20 years.

Born in Texas, Kingston and his family moved early to Athens where he would later
enroll and graduate from UGA. Married with four children, Kingston and his family have
lived in Savannah since 1977 where he has an insurance partnership. In reference to
his frugality, Turbidy said Kingston slept in his own office to save
on hotel bills and finally retired his old Buick—a Buick so old his
mechanic refused to service it again.

Kingston spoke passionately about his experience as a mem-
ber of the House Appropriations Committee (they decide how
the federal budget is spent) as well as his opportunity to serve
on the Defense Subcommittee, the latter of which has taken him
to countries where he has spent a great deal of time with active
military service men - places such as Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Yemen, to name a few. With pride, he remarked how “the world
thinks highly of America.” He then paradoxically quoted Churchill
as saying, “Americans never fail to do the right thing after they
have exhausted all other opportunities.”

In his role as a member of the Budget Committee who must
decide how the appropriations must be sliced, he quoted numer-
ous possible cuts affecting the military - from manpower to military bands to the flyovers
at sporting events.

Some of the other issues he noted included the need to deepen the harbor in the Sa-
vannah port, which already accommodates some 21,000 cargo ships, if we are to com-
pete with China. China has already built a bigger port than the U. S., a port which will
accommodate the Panamax ships. He spoke of the massive shipping of automobiles at
the Brunswick port and the necessity of funding for dredging here to counter the silting
of the passage through the sound.

A strong advocate for standing behind one’s own convictions, he said it is important for
one not to run from his own convictions. Case in point is Governor Romney, who needs
to be more positive about his successes and stand up for his convictions.

Kingston discussed his membership in Rotary International. He specifically mentioned
a number of the Rotary projects and the real accomplishments of the organization.

During the Q&A session, Kingston dealt in depth with each question and issue raised.
There would be few to deny that the Congressman is a conservative who does not hesi-
tate to share his passion and convictions with his constituents.
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