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Enclosure: Program for October 5, 2004 
Dorin Schumacher, Ph.D. 

Chairman of the Board and President 
The Consortium for Plant Biotechnology Research, Inc. 

 

David Williams introduced Dr. Dorin Schumacher.  In 1985, Dr. Schumacher 
founded The Consortium for Plant Biotechnology Research, Inc. (CPBR), a national 
research funding and technology commercialization company, and she has served 
continuously as its chief executive officer.  She brought CPBR to St. Simons Island in 
1995. 

Today, CPBR is a partnership of companies and universities and it has funded over 
$90 million in high quality, industrially relevant, applied research in plant biotechnology.  
Under Dr. Schumacher's leadership, CPBR brings university and industry researchers 
together to collaborate on technology transfer – collaborations that lead to the 
commercialization of research and the establishment of new companies. 

Dr. Schumacher defined CPBR as a “virtual corporation,” with its administrative 
offices in SSI.  She defined biotechnology as “the application of organisms, biological 
systems or processes to manufacturing and service industries.”  This is opposed to the 
current mechanical and/or chemical (based primarily on petroleum) means of production.  
Biotechnology uses living organisms in the manufacturing process.  The process is 
constantly renewable.  

She mentioned that 32 companies and their subsidiaries, 37 universities, and 11 
affiliated universities form the Consortium.  Dr. Schumacher provided a handout which 
included a list of the member companies and universities.  She commented on each of 
the company members and mentioned research work being done at UGA.  She defined 
“A Vehicle for Accelerated Technology Development,” with the major players being 
universities, government, and industry.  Universities provide new concepts, methods, 
and materials using “basic work, peer review, and sense of state-of-the-art.”  
Government agencies provide the means for transfer by defining policy and priority and 
providing funds.  Industry provides new applications through technology needs, applied 
R&D, and special purpose funding.  

Dr. Schumacher discussed research projects in terms of: (1) improved biomass 
production; (2) plants as bio-factories; (3) converting biomass; and (4) bioremediation.  
She elaborated on plants as bio-factories, mentioning faster growth; delayed 
senescence; and disease, insect, and herbicide resistance.  Discussing converting 
biomass, she talked of improving enzymes and the possibility of making ethanol that 
costs less than gasoline.  Dr. Schumacher stressed the importance of reducing pollution 
with these revolutionary, exciting new technologies. 

She defined the source for the >$90 million funds as (1) various federal agencies 
providing more than $40 million, and (2) non-federal matching funds (from industry and 
other sources) providing more than $50 million.  For every $1 the government puts into 
the program, given the non-federal matching funds and the role of CPBR, $2.30 worth of 
research is realized.  Funded projects in Georgia include enzymes for the breakdown of 
biomass, production of southern hardwood seedlings, southern pine, chemicals and 
ethanol, novel antibiotics to treat staph infections, and analysis of cotton and peanut 
genes.  President Leslie Mattingly complimented Dr. Schumacher on her contributions to 
science and today’s presentation.   
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