St. Simons Island Rotary Club Board Meeting 

With District Governor Kenan J. Kern

July 22, 2008

Minutes

Present: Beth and Kenan Kern, Chuck Cansler, Brooke Pridmore, Maria Vogt, Chad Dixon, Pat Storino, Jim Bruce, Everett Millican, Walter Forsythe, Wank Davis, Robert Cable, Stan Humphry, and Allan Berry

Absent: Don Fielder, Mike Harris, Julian Flexer, and Tom Parker

Welcome: Delivered by President Chuck to Mr. & Mrs Kern with emphasis on past and present memories and acquaintances.  President Chuck introduced the Directors and Officers in general, and then everyone present introduced themselves with a short summary of this year’s status and goals.

District Governor presentation

Governor Kern spoke about issues that the District considers as priorities for year 2008/2009.

· Membership – Rotary International President Dong Kurn Lee wants a 10% increase in membership in year 2008/2009.  Kenan said that it was not an easy task, but is possible.  Governor Kern urged every club to have a Membership Plan and to follow it to improve the odds of achieving the goal.  He said that it was important to interest the younger generation in Rotary activities.  There will be a seminar in Vidalia, GA covering this topic.

· President Dong Kurn Lee – DG Kern described the moral conviction current President Lee has to service to others.

· TFF – As in the past, TRF remains the most important backbone and values within Rotary.  He said that it was important to encourage members to support TRF and its goals as strongly as it has been supported in past.

· GRSP – Georgia Rotary Students Program is an extraordinary program for international exchange students.  Every donation from the club is matched by District and when and if the Brunswick College builds a dormitory, it may become part of this program.

· CART – Every week the club makes a donations for Alzheimer disease research.  The program is well recognized in Carolinas and Georgia.  There are different way to encourage members to donate (time of asking, frequency of asking etc), but as of today, it needs better cooperation and District leadership.  Governor Kern said that he would announce a new chairperson at District, who will work on CART improvement.  

· Worldwide polio ending foundation – The Gates Foundation donated $100 million to be matched by the same amount collected by RFI in three years.  Every club is asked to donate $1,000 per year for three years.

· MET – Program to collect and ship medical equipment and supplies to regions and countries in need.  One member expressed concern about the lack of leadership from District on this program.  This program needs revitalization.  Kenan said that new leadership and special conference should renew and activate this program

· RLI – Is a Grass Roots Program to educate Rotarians based on the Rotary Leadership Institute of Florida program and curriculum.  John Parkins is working in our District to promote this program and encourage members to attend the first class in Savannah available in few months.

· FERST Foundation of GA – Program initialed by Dolly Parton in Tennessee for literacy in children.  Every child age 1 – 5 years can receive a new book per month.  The cost per child is $36.00.  To encourage members and support this program, District will sell stocks at a value $36.00 each.  Collection will go to the FERST Foundation in participants’ counties.  In the future District will look for state support from Georgia similar to that provided in Tennessee by the state.

Conclusion:  President Chuck thanked District Governor for his visit and very impressive program for year 2008/2009.  He said that our Club will do what it can to support and achieve these goals.  He wished DG & Mrs. Kenan Kern a nice stay on St. Simons Island.  The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted

Maria A. Vogt

Secretary

