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Dear Changemaker Jim, 

Here is your May District 6920 NewsleƩter.  
This month we especially highlight our first IN PERSON ALL CLUBS CONFERENCE
in THREE Years!

Thanks in no small part to a major 're-vamp' coordinated by DG ED, Conference
Chair Kelly KniƩer & her commiƩee - 
AƩendees enjoyed a GREAT weekend - -   
We know what you are thinking (they say this every year)- -
But seriously - EVERYONE headed home absolutely amazed and excited by
what they'd enjoyed and experienced.

BRAVO to ED,  KELLY - and ALL who helped create a PERFECT weekend!

Together: WE ARE: ROTARY DISTRICT 6920
____________________________________________________________________
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Message from Governor Ed;

GreeƟngs, Changemaker Jim, - and all My Fellow Rotarian Changemakers !!

I realize that we are deep into May and this is my next to last message.  
I have thoroughly enjoyed every step of the way as your District Governor and, as they say,
“the proof of the pudding is in the eaƟng!”  
Next month we will recap our journey, but for now, I want us to celebrate together the
success of the District Conference celebraƟon.

The District Conference in Augusta was more than just another Rotary gathering…it was a
splendid agenda that touched every area of our Rotary areas of focus.  
The ongoing compliments and praises are overwhelming.  
I must thank Kelly KniƩer for her amazing commitment to our conference as we showcased
Augusta’s hospitality throughout the weekend.  
Many, many Rotarians gave us enthusiasƟc assistance in our efforts to restore live
conference protocol to District 6920!  

Amazingly, RI Director Peter Kyle and his lovely wife Margaret spent the enƟre weekend
with us and indulged the agenda to its  maximum extent.  
As our keynote presenter on Saturday night, we were treated to a classic insight into the
world of Rotary InternaƟonal.  
His words were very inspiring and we were extremely fortunate that he would take the
Ɵme to be in Augusta.

All of our speakers were likewise incredible.  Within this newsleƩer are many pictures and
impressions that were experienced over this amazing weekend.  
A lot of very sincere recogniƟon was provided to our clubs and I will acknowledge in
complete humility our graƟtude for your club accomplishments.  
Please take the Ɵme to enjoy, reflect, and be amazed at the quality of the conference.  
There is no doubt in my mind that as Rotarians, we celebrated this Rotary year in fine
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fashion and managed to have FUN!!! 

I FEEL GOOD!!!!!

CLICK HERE to dance along & see JUST HOW GOOD I FEEL about this great year !!!! 

Have a TERRIFIC day as you read this newsleƩer……

Ed

Yours in Rotary,

PS We announced Saturday night at Conference that District 6920 successfully
accomplished this year's Rotary Theme (challenge) of "Serve to Change Lives".  
In fact - thanks to all the tracking and reporƟng from our great Clubs - we know we have an
aggregate TOTAL of - (wait for it) 23 MILLION LIVES touched by our efforts.  
.....23 MILLION....
A comprehensive summary of our success in this endeavor will be featured in the June
NewsleƩer - - 

PHOTOS and HIGHLIGHTS from the 2022 AUGUSTA ALL
CLUBS CONFERENCE 

Want to take a peak to see what the 2022 Conference 'Looked like' ?   
WELL,  HERE YOU GO........

Let's Begin with this - - - 
Being Held in the HOME TOWN of Georgia's own JAMES BROWN - 
Governor Ed decided to honor him by 'inviƟng him' to aƩend District
Conference...
At the beginning of the Conference -  - Guests saw this fantasƟc Clip:
CLICK HERE
and then -  - "THE MAN HIMSELF" (with 'help' from DG ed)  arrived in the Room
to kick-off the FesƟviƟes.
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LET'S START - with FANTASTIC NEWS! 
76% of the Clubs in our District Reported their CitaƟon Efforts and Successes!  

THESE CLUBS are our HERO CLUBS! 
They are the LEADERS in OUR DISTRICT!
THANK YOU to each Club for your dedicaƟon to ROTARY and to serving your CommuniƟes
(and beyond) through Rotary

Currently- we have 61 Clubs in our District.  Of those: 
25 of our Clubs earned a GOLD CitaƟon this Year !!!
14 Clubs Earned a SILVER CitaƟon, and 8 Clubs Earned a BRONZE CitaƟon!

CONGRATULATIONS to EACH of these LEADERSHIP Clubs!
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NOW......
CLICK HERE to scroll through MANY MORE of the  highlights -
and you'll most likely spot friends from your club & across the District 
(and BTW - you should be able to save this PDF to your computer - in case you want to
share with your club)
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New Global Grant project# 2234563 with Serbia approved:

The second "Mbot robots for 100 schools" in Serbia Global Grant project has been
approved.
The Rotary Club of St. Simons is the primary internaƟonal sponsor club for the second-year
project.
This Second Phase has a total budget of $77,400.
District FoundaƟon chair and PDG Hamsa Thota of St. Simons Rotary club is leading a team
of four Savannah Rotarians to Serbia to parƟcipate in the distribuƟon of Mbot robots to
schools.
During their stay in Serbia, the visiƟng Rotarians will be hosted by Serbian Rotarians in
their homes to further build friendships & promote understanding.

SAVANNAH & ST SIMONS ROTARIANS TRAVEL TO SERBIA TO
DEPLOY MBOTS Project
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American and Serbian Rotarians present mbots to Elementary schools
in Belgrade, Serbia

Five American Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Savannah and Rotary Club of St.
Simons joined Rotarians from Serbia to present mbots/robots in ”October 20th”
Elementary School in Belgrade, Serbia. It was a donation provided through a Global
Grant under the program Hearts of Europe. With the support of the Ministry of
Education, Science and Technology Development and partners from Georgia (USA),
eighteen Rotary clubs raised funds which, after being matched by the Rotary
Foundation and the USAID, amounted to 77,000 US dollars.

Forty-eight thousand students in 100 schools will benefit from this donation. The
schools were selected by the Ministry of Education and Rotary District 2483 Serbia
and Montenegro. IT teachers from these schools will be obliged to attend teacher
training in order to be able to apply the donated equipment in the teaching process
and to train their colleagues in the future.
Mbot robots will help students learn program languages Scratch and Python and
coding, as part of IT curriculum in grade 5 and 6, recently introduced by the Ministry
of Education. It is expected that 40 percent of all new jobs will be with robots in the
near future.

The American team stayed with Rotarians from various clubs in Belgrade.
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Making the trip from The Rotary Club of Savannah were (L-R) Frank Moore, President Marjorie
Young, Peter Hoffman, and Bill Durrence.
Past District Governor Hamsa Thota was the team leader. He is from the St Simons club and was
also on this trip.

Left to right Past District Governor of D2483 Vladimir Matic, Past President of RC Pancevo(SP) Natasa
Lozovic, President of the Rotary Club of Savannah Marjorie Young, Past District Governor of D6920
Hamsa Thota, and Savannah Rotary members Frank Moore, Peter Hoffman and Bill Durrence distribute
mbots to teachers from various schools.
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MEMBERSHIP:

THE YEAR ISN'T OVER YET!!!!  
Let's keep that NEW BLOOD Coming to our Fellowship and our Efforts locally
and across the District!

Alfie Cofield, Dist Membership Chair
alfiecofield@gmail.com

MORE FOUNDATION NEWS:  

Gil Tharp Global Grant Scholarship awarded to Caleb Gordon
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Cadet John "Caleb" Gordon from Augusta, Georgia, and a graduate of West
Point Military Academy, has been awarded a Gil Thorp Scholarship -  to pursue
a Master's Degree in Spirituality & Religion at the University of Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. (This involved a special arrangement with the U.S. Army to
allow for this experience BEFORE Caleb begins his acƟve military service to our
NaƟon). 

The ApplicaƟon,  submiƩed by the Rotary Club of Amsterdam-InternaƟonal and
District 6920, has been approved by The Rotary FoundaƟon. 
The award is in the amount of US$ 30,000.00.  The generous giŌ of the Gilbert
R. Tharp Endowed Scholarship is providing $30,0000 for this global grant.
The Gil Tharp Scholarship was created by the ST SIMONS ISLAND Rotary
Club and has benefited countless students since its incepƟon. 

Please Join us in congratulaƟng Caleb on this amazing accomplishment and
exciƟng opportunity. 
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CLUB NEWS:

FROM GLENNVILLE CLUB - - Don Fountain Makes NEWS!!!
Don reads to local elementary students as part of a team of Glennville Rotarians
volunteering to read to a class in either pre-K or Kindergarten.
The team members read every other Friday for 30 minutes.
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Glennville Rotary Project Blossom BouƟque - ALSO makes the news - - and
what a GREAT local IniƟaƟve!  
Read and be Inspired!!
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From the McRae Rotary Club 

The McRae Club held a special program in memory of two very special long-Ɵme members,
whom they bid farewell in 2020:
Rotarian Lamar Cooper and Rotarian Herman Moore.
The Club presented memorial vases to their spouses, Vivian Cooper and Diane Moore.
Lamar Cooper joined McRae Rotary Club on November 1, 1974 and was a member for 46
years.
Herman Moore joined McRae Rotary Club on March 1, 1987 and was a member for 33
years.
Club members shared many fond memories of both Mr. Cooper and Mr. Moore.  
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 To Catch a GLIMPS of our amazing young people involved in Rotary,
again, we invite you to check out the Conference Highlights.

CLICK HERE to see some of the most amazing, talented, intelligent and moƟvated young
adults ANYWHERE!

Hint 1:  a Rotaract Club in our District was recognized above all other Rotaract Clubs in
ZONE 34 - -
that means ALL Districts up and down the east Coast and part of the Carribean - over 30 in
all!!!

Hint 2: Our GSP Students 'ROCKED' District Conference - - Take a look at this phenomenal
Group!

Hint 3: Our District Speech Contest Finalists ..... WOW!
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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFO AND LINKS:

Contact DG Ed: Cell: (706) 373-0007 Email: edpresnell@gmail.com  

Your Club & District on-line Database  DACdb:  hƩp://www.dacdb.com  or CLICK HERE
Our District Website:   hƩp://www.rotarydistrict6920.org/   or CLICK HERE
Our District Facebook Page: hƩps://www.facebook.com/Rotary6920 or   CLICK HERE
Our District TwiƩer Account: hƩps://twiƩer.com/RotaryDist6920   or CLICK HERE

Rotary InternaƟonal Website:  hƩps://www.rotary.org/en    Or CLICK HERE
Rotary InternaƟonal FoundaƟon:  hƩps://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-
foundaƟon   Or CLICK HERE
My Rotary:  hƩps://my.rotary.org/en/   or CLICK HERE
    (My Rotary is a place FULL of tools for Rotarians and Clubs - you'll need to register
separately for an 'account' - - but OH what a Treasure trove of info, videos, PR materials -
awaits!)

District Chief of Staff:  Paula Goodnow:  paulagoodnow@hotmail.com    (if there is
something you can't figure out ....Paula will know....)
NewsleƩer Editor:  Leslie Maƫngly   912-222-5430   LeslieDMaƫngly27@gmail.com

To unsubscribe from future emails, please click on this link: Unsubscribe
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