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/%% SERVE TO
Rotary &Y/ CHANGE LIVES

DISTRICT 6920 NEWSLETTER - CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS

EDITION
MAY, 2022
This is: YOUTH SERVICES Month

Dear Changemaker Jim,

Here is your May District 6920 Newslettter.
This month we especially highlight our first IN PERSON ALL CLUBS CONFERENCE
in THREE Years!

Thanks in no small part to a major 're-vamp' coordinated by DG ED, Conference
Chair Kelly Knitter & her committee -

Attendees enjoyed a GREAT weekend - -

We know what you are thinking (they say this every year)- -

But seriously - EVERYONE headed home absolutely amazed and excited by
what they'd enjoyed and experienced.

BRAVO to ED, KELLY - and ALL who helped create a PERFECT weekend!

Together: WE ARE: ROTARY DISTRICT 6920
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Message from Governor Ed;

Greetings, Changemaker Jim, - and all My Fellow Rotarian Changemakers !!

| realize that we are deep into May and this is my next to last message.

I have thoroughly enjoyed every step of the way as your District Governor and, as they say,
“the proof of the pudding is in the eating!”

Next month we will recap our journey, but for now, | want us to celebrate together the
success of the District Conference celebration.

The District Conference in Augusta was more than just another Rotary gathering...it was a
splendid agenda that touched every area of our Rotary areas of focus.

The ongoing compliments and praises are overwhelming.

I must thank Kelly Knitter for her amazing commitment to our conference as we showcased
Augusta’s hospitality throughout the weekend.

Many, many Rotarians gave us enthusiastic assistance in our efforts to restore live
conference protocol to District 6920!

Amazingly, Rl Director Peter Kyle and his lovely wife Margaret spent the entire weekend
with us and indulged the agenda to its maximum extent.

As our keynote presenter on Saturday night, we were treated to a classic insight into the
world of Rotary International.

His words were very inspiring and we were extremely fortunate that he would take the
time to be in Augusta.

All of our speakers were likewise incredible. Within this newsletter are many pictures and
impressions that were experienced over this amazing weekend.

A lot of very sincere recognition was provided to our clubs and | will acknowledge in
complete humility our gratitude for your club accomplishments.

Please take the time to enjoy, reflect, and be amazed at the quality of the conference.
There is no doubt in my mind that as Rotarians, we celebrated this Rotary year in fine
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fashion and managed to have FUN!!!

CLICK HERE to dance along & see JUST HOW GOOD | FEEL about this great year !!!!
Have a TERRIFIC day as you read this newsletter......
Ed

Yours in Rotary,

PS We announced Saturday night at Conference that District 6920 successfully
accomplished this year's Rotary Theme (challenge) of "Serve to Change Lives".

In fact - thanks to all the tracking and reporting from our great Clubs - we know we have an
aggregate TOTAL of - (wait for it) 23 MILLION LIVES touched by our efforts.

..... 23 MILLION....

A comprehensive summary of our success in this endeavor will be featured in the June
Newsletter - -

PHOTOS and HIGHLIGHTS from the 2022 AUGUSTA ALL
CLUBS CONFERENCE

Want to take a peak to see what the 2022 Conference 'Looked like' ?
WELL, HERE YOU GO........

Let's Begin with this - - -

Being Held in the HOME TOWN of Georgia's own JAMES BROWN -

Governor Ed decided to honor him by 'inviting him' to attend District
Conference...

At the beginning of the Conference - - Guests saw this fantastic Clip:

CLICK HERE

and then - - "THE MAN HIMSELF" (with 'help' from DG ed) arrived in the Room
to kick-off the Festivities.
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LET'S START - with FANTASTIC NEWS!
76% of the Clubs in our District Reported their Citation Efforts and Successes!

THESE CLUBS are our HERO CLUBS!
They are the LEADERS in OUR DISTRICT!

THANK YOU to each Club for your dedication to ROTARY and to serving your Communities
(and beyond) through Rotary

Currently- we have 61 Clubs in our District. Of those:
25 of our Clubs earned a GOLD Citation this Year !!!
14 Clubs Earned a SILVER Citation, and 8 Clubs Earned a BRONZE Citation!

CONGRATULATIONS to EACH of these LEADERSHIP Clubs!
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Club Citation Awards

Rotary Saturday, April 30 2022 k;':g‘
Club Citation Awards ok
| CLUB SUMMARY: Gold (25), Silver (14), Bronze (8) 76% Clubs Reported |
BRONZE SILVER
McRae Downtown Statesboro  Jekyll Island
Metter Claxton Macon North
Statesboro Eastman Savannah East
Tennille Waycross Savannah Sunrise
Cochran Ocilla Skidaway Island
Effingham Sunrise Hazlehurst Warner Robins
Jones County Jefferson County Savannah West
Richmond Hill
Saturday, April 30 2022 ‘;:‘:’
Rotary XY

SERVE TO CHANGE LIVES

‘ CLUB SUMMARY: Gold (25), Silver (14), Bronze (8)

76% Clubs Reported |

Glennville
Millen
Hinesville
Augusta

St. Simons Island

Valdosta
Macon
Vidalia

GOLD

Brunswick
Golden Isles
Nashville-Berrien
Perry

Savannah
Effingham County
Fitzgerald

Jesup
Waynesboro

Centerville
Metropolitan Savannah
Augusta-West

Camden County
Downtown Macon
Dublin

Kings Bay
Valdosta-North
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NOW......
CLICK HERE to scroll through MANY MORE of the highlights -

and you'll most likely spot friends from your club & across the District
(and BTW - you should be able to save this PDF to your computer - in case you want to
share with your club)
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SEC. A. TOP PRIORITIES: DISTRICT NEWS & EVENTS

B 27 7/ AL TR R XN
New Global Grant project# 2234563 with Serbia approved:

The second "Mbot robots for 100 schools" in Serbia Global Grant project has been
approved.

The Rotary Club of St. Simons is the primary international sponsor club for the second-year
project.

This Second Phase has a total budget of $77,400.

District Foundation chair and PDG Hamsa Thota of St. Simons Rotary club is leading a team
of four Savannah Rotarians to Serbia to participate in the distribution of Mbot robots to
schools.

During their stay in Serbia, the visiting Rotarians will be hosted by Serbian Rotarians in
their homes to further build friendships & promote understanding.

Zori J P '.". r
Gm:::»:g:zv;‘/zz Rota ry %, Y mEOUVES 8§ “
District 2483 bt

HEARST OF EUROPE GLOBAL GRANT
“ROTARY DISTRICT 2483 FOR 100 SCHOOLS “-GG2234563

Continuation of the mBot robot project

Areal of focus: Basic education and literacy

Host Club: RC Beograd Cukarica

International Sponsor Club: RC St. Simons Island D6920
Type of donation: 500 mBot robots for 100 elementary

schools

Beneficiary: 100 elementary schools in Serbia

Value of project: $77,400

Delivery of donation planned for: Sept/Oct.2022

Person in charge: PDG Viadimir Mati¢

Project coordinators:Srdan Pavliti¢, RC Beograd Cukarica

SAVANNAH & ST SIMONS ROTARIANS TRAVEL TO SERBIA TO

DEPLOY MBOTS Project
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= USAID Rotary

OD AMERICKOG NARODA

American and Serbian Rotarians present mbots to Elementary schools
in Belgrade, Serbia

Five American Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Savannah and Rotary Club of St.
Simons joined Rotarians from Serbia to present mbots/robots in "October 20th”
Elementary School in Belgrade, Serbia. It was a donation provided through a Global
Grant under the program Hearts of Europe. With the support of the Ministry of
Education, Science and Technology Development and partners from Georgia (USA),
eighteen Rotary clubs raised funds which, after being matched by the Rotary
Foundation and the USAID, amounted to 77,000 US dollars.

Forty-eight thousand students in 100 schools will benefit from this donation. The
schools were selected by the Ministry of Education and Rotary District 2483 Serbia
and Montenegro. IT teachers from these schools will be obliged to attend teacher
training in order to be able to apply the donated equipment in the teaching process
and to train their colleagues in the future.

Mbot robots will help students learn program languages Scratch and Python and
coding, as part of IT curriculum in grade 5 and 6, recently introduced by the Ministry
of Education. It is expected that 40 percent of all new jobs will be with robots in the
near future.

The American team stayed with Rotarians from various clubs in Belgrade.

6/1/2022, 3:01 PM
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Making the trip from The Rotary Club of Savannah were (L-R) Frank Moore, President Marjorie
Young, Peter Hoffman, and Bill Durrence.

Past District Governor Hamsa Thota was the team leader. He is from the St Simons club and was
also on this trip.

e

=5

&

i ,..d = l el .'._ -
Left to right Past District Governor of D2483 Vladimir Matic, Past President of RC Pancevo(SP) Natasa
Lozovic, President of the Rotary Club of Savannah Marjorie Young, Past District Governor of D6920

Hamsa Thota, and Savannah Rotary members Frank Moore, Peter Hoffman and Bill Durrence distribute
mbots to teachers from various schools.
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SEC.B.DISTRICT PROJECTS: INITIATIVES & PLANS

MEMBERSHIP:

THE YEAR ISN'T OVER YET!!!!
Let's keep that NEW BLOOD Coming to our Fellowship and our Efforts locally
and across the District!

EACH ONE BRING ONE

Alfie Cofield, Dist Membership Chair
alfiecofield@gmail.com

MORE FOUNDATION NEWS:

Gil Tharp Global Grant Scholarship awarded to Caleb Gordon
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Cadet John "Caleb" Gordon from Augusta, Georgia, and a graduate of West
Point Military Academy, has been awarded a Gil Thorp Scholarship - to pursue
a Master's Degree in Spirituality & Religion at the University of Amsterdam,
The Netherlands. (This involved a special arrangement with the U.S. Army to
allow for this experience BEFORE Caleb begins his active military service to our
Nation).

The Application, submitted by the Rotary Club of Amsterdam-International and
District 6920, has been approved by The Rotary Foundation.

The award is in the amount of USS$ 30,000.00. The generous gift of the Gilbert
R. Tharp Endowed Scholarship is providing $30,0000 for this global grant.

The Gil Tharp Scholarship was created by the ST SIMONS ISLAND Rotary

Club and has benefited countless students since its inception.

Please Join us in congratulating Caleb on this amazing accomplishment and
exciting opportunity.

6/1/2022, 3:01 PM
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SEC.C. CLUBS & MEMBERS: CLUB NEWS & EVENTS

CLUB NEWS:

FROM GLENNVILLE CLUB - - Don Fountain Makes NEWS!!!

Don reads to local elementary students as part of a team of Glennville Rotarians
volunteering to read to a class in either pre-K or Kindergarten.

The team members read every other Friday for 30 minutes.
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Thursday, April 21, 2022

ScHooL News

Donald Fountaln with the GES stsdents. Front row {1 1o £): Peter Salvadaore, Claire Pide, Kindley Mobley, Ashton Beeks, Baiah Levds, Arfiana
Maldonado, Aubray lamiel, and Alan Jimenez. Back row: Bryer Dwerence, Kinslea Frasier, Leonarda Fajardo, lamal Anderson. Donald Fountain,
Keitsha Louks, Alden Farker, Eva Smith, Nalema Anderson-Davis, and Mack Sanders.

Glennville Rotarian Donald Fountain reads to GES students

BY FAM WATERS
Thie Jowrnel Sentinel

Cilennville Rotarian
Deoaald Fountain read 1o the
li1|c|.|.':r|_'irr[|.'|| stidenis  in
Bramdy Donnan’s class w
Cilennville lem Ty
School {GES) on l':’n]u_'..
.\]MH 8, 2023,

The snwdents wiene ehger
listeners o the book he
elwase 1o read, Pere the Car
wied Hizs  Fowr  Groovy
Huntans.

=l was such a joy 1o have
a person from the commu
nity 1o read 10 my sosdents.
Ome of my sindents said,
“He was such a great reader,”
so they notice when some-
ome cnjoys reading o them

We all appreciated him giv-
ing of his time 1o read tous ™
Dremnan samd.

“It was o greal experi-
ence and [ look forward to
retuming again to read to
another class, They were all
very good listeners and had
SO UNPAessive commenls
on Pete. My too chibdren
alwiys enjoyed having sto-
ries read to them, and they
are both renders still today.”
Fountain said.

Ome of the emphases of
the Glennvlle Rotary Club
amd Kodary Intemnational is
basic education and literacy.
Reading 1o GES students on
every odher Friday momi
for M) minutes has been a
projest of the CGlennville
Botary Club for  several

years, In addition to Donald
Fountain. Glennville
Rotarians who have read 1o
GES students this 2021-
2022 school year include
Tim Cooper. Joe  Sikes,
Dylan Mulligan. Shellie
Smith. Lynda Goodell,
Donna Tootle,  Dennis
Strickland, Bemnie Weaver,
Logan  MceCullough, and
Pam Walers.,

“We are grateful for the
Cilennville Rotary Club and
their dedication to local Lit-
ey and other schood proj-
ects and events,  They ane
mdeed o poriner with the
Tattnall County Board of
Education, and we appreci-
ate their support and com-
mitmwnt fo our children,”
GES Principal Kristi Kaser

said.

“Reading is part of our
everyday occurrence  at
GES, and owr ultimate goal
is Tor our students 1o devel-
op o bove for reading. As
teachers, onr passion centers
around leamning.  When
community members come
it our school to read fo our
studems, they are showing
their support for our chil-
dren and  helping  them
umnderstanding  the  impor-
tance of reading outside of
the school setting, We can-
nol thank the  Glennville
Rodary Club epough for
their parimership and support
they have shown us over the
years, she addedd.

The Warrior Way

Basketball

Camp is

May 21 through June 2

The 2022 Warrior Way
Basketball Camp is sef for
May 31 through June I at
Tattmall - Coumty  High
School  for rising  first
through  eighth  graders
fromm Taetmall  and  sur-
Il'lllllcll'lll; coumlies,

The cost 15 541, which
includes a teshint, The last
\.I'.1I|' lix n:gi\h:r i May 6,

T l\.'!_"nl-\.'r. scan the Q}{

cisbe on the Nyers on your
mobile phone, Thes: QR
e will be Fnlxlu;l T the
TCHS baskethall
Facebook, Instagram, amd
Twvitter seconnts, Flyers wall
also be posted a1 Tannall
County Schools,

Each day, drop off aml

men’s

Sean 1o register onling.

registration will be held from
B30 w0 9 am. and pick-up
will b from 12 to 12:30 pon.

Mo High school stwdents
will be allowed 1o panicipaie
ar help.

SHOP

LOCAL

Bring more local shoppers
to your door with locally focused

advertising from the experts,

Call us today!

The Journal Sentinel

912.654.2515 or
912.557.6761

YOUR AD HERE!

Glennville Rotary Project Blossom Boutique - ALSO makes the news - - and

what a GREAT local Initiative!
Read and be Inspired!!
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Linda Durrence shares her journey in founding Blossom Boutique

EY PAM WATERS
The Joural Seafnel

Linda Durrence, who
founded Blossom Boutigue,
which serves any fostered,
adogpied, and less forumate
children. shared her joumey
it the minisiry of service
to Gillennville Rotarians  on
Wednesday, April 6, 2022

She was imroduced by
Gilennville Rotaman Charlen
Rogers, who described Linda
as a woman with a huge ser-
vant  heari. Blossom
Boutique  provides  free
clothing and hygicne items
ter these children ages infam
to high school who are in
need.

Durrence commented that
her heart for children had
always been a panl of her
makeup, but when she and
her  hushand  lost  their
27-vear-old daughter.
Kristin. in 2006, they wene in
a decp state of grief. The
couple  were  living  in
Brupswick ot the nume, b
moved back 1o Glennville
the mext year, After buying
and living im the home of the
Iate Jeff Armstromg, Mark's
cowsin., they decided that
|.'\.'\II.|I|r:| ll\'IIT-r' WIS Inare
preferable.  They eventually
bought the mrmal wooded
property  of Charles  and
Sondrn Winge off Baxter-
Durrence Road

“We first mer Juania,

Chielsea,  and  Princessa

through  our  church  of
Connection Point in
Beidsville, and at the time
they were in foster care, hav-
g been removed from the
core  of their  bhiological
father. The girls soon came
1o Jive with us, with plans for
Iuanita andd Primcessa 10 go
Iive with their grambmsather
Chelsen began living wath
her boviriend Slaer's par-
ents, amd Chelsea and Slater
will be getting married later
* Dirrence sad,
“These  girls  hiterally
cime Lo us with @ black tmsh
h“r‘ hall [alled wath tittered
L'Ia-|!||r|-;, F] L'¢\||||I=.' aif s ol
warm shoes, o woothbmsh,
and a hairbrush. These girls®
mother had been killed n
2005, anad they have seen so
much brokenness in their

lives,

“We [ell m love with the
girls, bt the plans were o
have them 1o go live with
their J;T;|||L||||||I|u:r. However,
Tuanita and Princessa ket us
know thar they had Ginally
ol peace el were lired
of moving.,  These girls,
hefore coming 10 us, had
been beaten, starved, and
abused by therr biological
father and had lived m rwo
Faster homes. | eone from a
family of numaring mothers,
and when Princessa told me
(| T |i|l.'u|!i“£ FLLy J lI]“]J]l'lI
her off o school of their
wanting to stay with us, [ fel
Giaxl telling me whan T need
ed 1w do. However, T old

Him that He had 15 minutes
to convinee my  hushand.
et when | walked hack e
our  home  that  morning,
Mark knew from the tears om
my face that these girls wene

ayimg. He has been won-
derful with all these females
in one husehokl,” Dumence
sl

Durrenee has two oller
danghiers (hiological), Sar
Durrence  Sontana and
Muadison  Durrence The
grandmother of the girls

agreed o ther remaimng
salh the Darrence |i|[|ll.|:\
“Froan anir oW Erleving
over the [oss of Krisun aml
the eRpeTiemes of |F|l|||'|||'T|||'__'
Juamita, Chelsen,  and
Princessa, o well as Sara
amel Madison, Blossom was
b Mark and | love
unconditonally, just hike
Gl loves us,  We have
wirtched these girs blossom
with the bove we feel for
therm and sharing the Wond
of Giod, o, imeo their lives,
They lave moved past the
brokemsess, and our trag
dies have brought h
all of us,” Dhirreice said.
“Within  ouwr  Blossom
Bowtigue, children ane eligi
ble for seven full sets of
clothing every gquanter
persoial and hygiene items.
These items are free of
I.';l e ]]!IllL_]ll.'I: ."-ilill.
The hours of operation
are from 9 aom. o 4 pan. by
appoantmeent only, To make a
free shopping  sppoimtment

43

for @ foster. adopted. or kess
fortunate child, call (212)
654-3118

“Blossom Thrifi Store is
adjacent o Blossom
Boutique, and it is open o
the public. It has extremely
low prices, with many items
just &1, such as a pair of
jeans. These low prices ane
serving the community well
by clothing full familics at a
very low cost. All proceeds
1 our mission of Blossom
Boutigque g0 o provide for
less fortunate children and
youihs,” Durmence said.

Hours of operation are
Toesday-Frdoy, % am. to 4
pam., and Satorday, 10 am.
0 2 pan. Oftentimes, out-
side yand sales will be held
in front of their building af

92 N. Veterans Blvd.,
Glennwille,  the former
Jennifer's School of Dance
|'.1L'1'|ilj.

Both Blossom Bowigue
and Blossom Thrifi Store are
managed by Leslic Walker,
Linda's sister. who was for-
merly employed by the
Diepanmient of Family and
Children  Services.  She
knows  firsthand about the
dire sitwations of so0 many
foster children.

“This is just the begin-
ning. Blossom is expanding
in the near foture.  We are
opening  a  store  called
Blossom Originals in the
former space occupied by
Free 10 Hoam HBowtigque.
Blossom  Originals  will
imclude  throw  pillows,

recovered furniture, candles,
jellies. jams. baby clothes,
t-shins, decor. ete., all creat-
ed by Blossom's Team and
Blossom
Orniginals” proceeds will go
Blossom

future
Education Cemter.” Durrence

The wehsite for Blossom
is hlosspmsoutheast.com.

From the McRae Rotary Club

The McRae Club held a special program in memory of two very special long-time members,
whom they bid farewell in 2020:
Rotarian Lamar Cooper and Rotarian Herman Moore.
The Club presented memorial vases to their spouses, Vivian Cooper and Diane Moore.

Lamar Cooper joined McRae Rotary Club on November 1, 1974 and was a member for 46

years.

Herman Moore joined McRae Rotary Club on March 1, 1987 and was a member for 33

years.

Club members shared many fond memories of both Mr. Cooper and Mr. Moore.
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SEC.D.YOUTH: GRSP, RYLA, ROTARACT, INTERACT

To Catch a GLIMPS of our amazing young people involved in Rotary,
again, we invite you to check out the Conference Highlights.

CLICK HERE to see some of the most amazing, talented, intelligent and motivated young
adults ANYWHERE!

Hint 1: a Rotaract Club in our District was recognized above all other Rotaract Clubs in
ZONE 34 - -

that means ALL Districts up and down the east Coast and part of the Carribean - over 30 in
allt!!

Hint 2: Our GSP Students 'ROCKED' District Conference - - Take a look at this phenomenal
Group!

Hint 3: Our District Speech Contest Finalists ..... wow!
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SEC.E. TOOLS: CITATIONS, RESOURCES, FACEBOOK, Rl NEWS, CONTACT US, & LINKS

IMPORTANT CONTACT INFO AND LINKS:

Contact DG Ed: Cell: (706) 373-0007 Email: edpresnell@gmail.com

Your Club & District on-line Database DACdb: http://www.dacdb.com or CLICK HERE
Our District Website: http://www.rotarydistrict6920.org/ or CLICK HERE

Our District Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/Rotary6920 or CLICK HERE
Our District Twitter Account: https://twitter.com/RotaryDist6920 or CLICK HERE

Rotary International Website: https://www.rotary.org/en Or CLICK HERE
Rotary International Foundation: https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary/rotary-
foundation Or CLICK HERE
My Rotary: https://my.rotary.org/en/ or CLICK HERE

(My Rotary is a place FULL of tools for Rotarians and Clubs - you'll need to register
separately for an 'account' - - but OH what a Treasure trove of info, videos, PR materials -
awaits!)

District Chief of Staff: Paula Goodnow: paulagoodnow@hotmail.com (if there is
something you can't figure out ....Paula will know....)
Newsletter Editor: Leslie Mattingly 912-222-5430 LeslieDMattingly27 @gmail.com

To unsubscribe from future emails, please click on this link: Unsubscribe
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